
 

Page 1 of 8 
 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH MARCH 2019  

COLOURFUL PINWHEELS 

TWO SIZES 

 

        

 

 
 

The Pinwheel is a traditional block and it is timeless. 

Joined in rows, these blocks make beautiful joiners/sashing or borders. 

Four blocks joined together make a very interesting larger block. 

They can make a good quilt design into a great quilt design. 

When I'm designing a quilt for an Aussie Hero using the Blocks of the Month our 

generous contributors provide, I'm often looking for a small width row of  

"something" to just give the WOW factor. 

These small Pinwheel blocks can do that. 

The large Pinwheel blocks will be the eye catching part of many of the quilts we make. 

 

TWO SIZES 

You can make just the small size or just the large size. 

Or  

You can make any number of both sizes.   

Equal numbers of each size are not needed. 

You can choose to make just one colour combination 

OR  

you can make some of several colour combinations 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-C1AIsjBZ5Cw/XHZHGM3kyjI/AAAAAAAAEno/_HTandzf470nc8szBxDI9Aksn_TBIL8cgCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3296.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-lizjGCQYOC0/XHZNsyZW-xI/AAAAAAAAEoI/1NcPTnAhu9oKuVuT7fOKVJ9n3bJf2UAjwCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3316.jpg
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Colour combinations as above please... 

DARK BLUE AND LIGHT BLUE 

AUSSIE GREEN AND GOLDEN YELLOW 

RED AND DARK BLUE 

ROYAL BLUE AND GOLDEN YELLOW 

DARK BLUE AND WHITE 

BLACK AND WHITE 

 

You can make multiples of the same two fabrics in your chosen colour way 

OR 

use up smaller pieces of your chosen colour way eg red and blue, using fabrics to make 

 just one or two blocks that are the same,   

 that is to say, all the red and blue blocks you make don't have 

to be made from the same two fabrics. 

The same applies to each colour combination. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT JOIN PINWHEELS INTO ROWS 

 

FABRICS TO USE 

100% cotton fabric please - no synthetic blends 

Gender neutral please as many of our quilts go to menplain colour 

• tone-on-tone of a colour as in the light blue in pinwheel on left above 

• prints of another colour on the main colour background as in the grey on white in the 

pinwheel on the right above 

• geometric patterns 

 

SEAM ALLOWANCE 

1/4 inch  

 

Images in the following Tutorial are of the large block 

 

Construction for both the large and small Pinwheel block are the same 

 

LARGE PINWHEEL BLOCK 

Cut 2 black squares and 2 white squares 6 1/2 x 6 1/2 inch 

 

SMALL PINWHEEL BLOCK 

Cut 2 black squares and 2 white squares 3 1/2 x 3 1/2 inch 
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Draw a line diagonally from one corner to the other on whichever of the fabrics  

is best for seeing the line.  This is the cutting line and so  

it won't be seen in the finished block.  Use a marking tool that can be seen easily. 

 
 

Place a white square and black square with right sides together and place pins on  

both sides of the line so they won't need to be moved while sewing. 

Sew two rows, each one a quarter inch from the drawn line. 

 
 

Cut along the drawn line. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-BQpSDaIXxPc/XHZT-wOfkZI/AAAAAAAAEoU/15FG7bjxJgE5azT4_mfHz3XhlVbZUOo9ACK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3283.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-C_lZGuLKEXQ/XHZU-ZD5ETI/AAAAAAAAEog/qFfdZQMBZ34VCtg_dfbeZZ5njJxd9iwkgCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3284.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Nvo7jK1Z9OY/XHZVtghsOWI/AAAAAAAAEos/uYWBNQe1HlcSf8HsDJ8f6eOMh3dofqNBgCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3285.jpg
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Press the seam allowance to one side, taking care NOT to distort the  

square and create a kite shape. 

 
Choose a side to press to eg. the black, and do the same for all four squares. 

 

Layout the block - it's easy to mess up this simple block at this stage ;-) 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ze4AK6xEd0U/XHZV8CsGnRI/AAAAAAAAEo0/pZim9ELnbUQdxcH42FefQVjf2TcCKAHoACK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3286.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-A1I1vqaxk40/XHZWclNoaFI/AAAAAAAAEpA/GpzXk1gG1EwY45G82J-AF5baN4EVq6yYQCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3287.jpg
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Join two squares together, by placing them right sides together. 

The right hand side of the block shown is pinned ready to sew. 

Careful...sew squares together where the two edges are touching as shown on the left hand 

side. 

 
 

Press these seam allowances to the same colour as when pressing the previous seams. 

This will make it easy to "lock" the seams in the final row of stitching. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-p1ym9QA2u0w/XHZWr4oZCPI/AAAAAAAAEpI/lFogM0HDdF8aCQVaZCfYljqsxJRQ6y2FgCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3288.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-6529vVIhA4s/XHZW8tT9HII/AAAAAAAAEpY/RV4JTHCgqMcy1CUYeKrHEJX0_GCV5SzAgCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3289.jpg
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Place the two halves of the block with right sides together, lock the seams in the centre 

of the seam and stab a pin through the stitching of both sides.   

Don't turn this pin over and pin it down as this will separate the points in the  

centre of the block but place a holding pin either side of the stab pin. 

 
 

Sew the final seam to make the Pinwheel block. 

Press the seam allowance to one side. 

 

And there we have the Pinwheel block 

LARGE 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-03Zbqf8HaPU/XHZYFgTVFiI/AAAAAAAAEpk/VB-fhMWB8usV7D_TuqK5dgD0ZfmrvizKACK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3291.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-briBlRTYTQY/XHZYpgCuB2I/AAAAAAAAEpw/lpQA3G8PMk8SKISvJfokZ6ymixSfDVLrQCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3292.jpg
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SMALL 

Please do not trim the blocks as they will ALL be trimmed to make them the right size 

for the quilts they will be designed into. 

Do not sew blocks to one another. 

Send your finished blocks to  

Aussie Hero Quilts
PO Box 248

Cherrybrook  NSW  2126

Thank you for being a part of this great venture and helping 

to make quilts for our deployed Aussie Heroes. 

Include your email address and I will advise you when your blocks arrive. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-vt-vqq7441w/XHZZRxJn5kI/AAAAAAAAEqE/3RcN9PJOgRoRmJzRK4wmbJB9WEUSYGIDgCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3293%2B3.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-slP5QPL5vu4/XHZZkU0h0oI/AAAAAAAAEqc/DRt0RftXa64GradjO0FWsCI9oy0ID2BQwCK4BGAYYCw/s1600/IMG_3295.jpg
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Watch the Blog each Wednesday for the Happy Mail displaying 

the Blocks that have arrived in the previous week. 

AND 

T.H.A.N.K   Y.O.U 

for your contributions. 

 

Until next time, 

Sandy 

 
 


